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L A N D S C A P E S  
M A L L O R C A ,  L A N D  O F  M I L L S  
THE OLD MILLS OF MALLORCA HAVE SUCCESFULLY 
ADAPTED TO MODERN TIMES. MANY ARE BEING REBUILT. 
ONCE AGAIN, THE PULSE OF LIFE BEATS WITHIN THE THICK 
WALLS AND IN THE ROUND TOWERS THAT FOREVER AWAIT 
THE WIND. 
MARlA D E  LA PAU JANER A U T H O R  
allorca is a land of mills. When 
aeroplanes from abroad arrive 
over the Plain of Sant Jordi, the 
view of the island is dotted with mills 
that look like toys. Sometimes, on my 
way home from somewhere, iust before 
landing at the airport of Son San Joan, 1 
amuse myself looking at them and 
trying hard to see exactly how many 
there are. But I've never been able to 
count them all. Because there are so 
many of them, and these buildings are 
something quite special, unique to the 
traditional architecture of Mallorca. . 
The mil1 is the housing for the great solid 
millstone used to grind grain. The ear- 
liest devices had to place the millstone 
at the top of the windmill tower. Later, 
progress in steel transmission made it 
possible to have the millstone on the 
ground floor and improve the working 
arrangements. The word mil1 is used to 
designate the particular machinery that 
carries out the work of grinding and the 
building that houses it, as well as the 
place where the miller lives. Mallorca 
abounds in flour mills, or fariners, and 
windmills, or aiguaders. Architecturally, 
there's no doubt that the most interest- 
ing, on account of the complexity and 
wealth of the construction, are the flour 
mills whose origin takes us back to me- 
dieval times. The houses at the base of 
the mills, though, must date from the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, 
when blocks of stone were first used to 
build the vaulted roofs so typical of 
these dwellings. 
There,are flour mills al1 over Mallorca. 
Although they tend to be concentrated 
around the towns and villages, there 
are also isolated examples in open 
country. The ones that were driven by 
water are more common in areas with 
springs and streams, especially in the 
high ground. We mustn't forget that 
Mallorca is a land without rivers. The 
windmills, on the other hand, are lo- 
cated on the low hills on the plain. 
The basic machinery of a flour mil1 was 
not very large. The construction sur- 
rounding it, therefore, arose from the 
need for a shelter, on one hand, and on 
the other from the importance of having 
a solid base on which to build the 
tower, in the case of the windmills. The 
tower had to be tal1 enough for the sails 
to turn, round and strong enough to 
withstand the force and the ravages of 
the wind. It can be set directly on the 
roof, or, in the case of constructions 
with dwellings, on top of a one- or two- 
story building. Just as the tower was 
built to remain anchored and unmoved, 
and sturdy enough to endure the on- 
slaught of any gust of wind, the sails 
-usually six- and the hood of the tower 
are mobile elements. lnside the tower, 
we find a spiral staircase made of 
stone. 
The houses of windmills have an almost 
square ground-plan and a roof formed 
by three barre1 vaults. Sometimes this 
initial nucleus has other constructions 
added. The proliferation of flour mills 
during the second half of the last cen- 
tury often gave rise to unusual varia- 
tions: buildings with a narrow tower 
slightly lower than normal, buildings 
with a base which was not longitudinally 
based, and wooden roofs. 
Over the years, Mallorca has under- 
gone many changes. The shift from a rural 
economy to one based on tourism 
brought with it a large-scale move to 
the city, the end of ages-old poverty 
and a shift from emigration -for years 
the Mallorcans were forced to leave the 
island and its waters in search of refuge 
from hardship- to immigration as the 
tourist industry created iobs which exert 
a powerful attraction for outsiders. 
The whirlpool of change became a daily 
reality. Times change and desires 
change, as Camoes would say, and this 
is why the signs of modernity aren't 
the windmills, buildings that coniure up 
vanished ages, like Villalonga's paradises 
for which return is impossible. Never- 
theless, these buildings, once conceived 
with purely utilitarian ends, also adapt 
to the new times. After some decades of 
systematic destruction of the island's 
beauty -0vernight development, hid- 
den beaches built up, beauty spots 
turned into mass tourist areas-, some- 
one was brave enough to say "Stop!" 
and make the effort to get back to age- 
old steadfastness. Now old possessions 
are rescued amongst the ruins, the most 
beautiful coves are protected, the mills 
are being restored and the dwellings, 
once humble homes where the millers 
lived, are being turned into art gal- 
leries, museums or luxury homes. These 
are attempts to preserve the beauty 
when utilitarianism loses its meaning. 
The mills of Mallorca have managed to 
adapt to modern times. They no longer 
stand like museum pieces, evidence of 
the past; the pulse of life beats again 
within the thick, sturdy walls, under the 
stone vaults, in the round towers for- 
ever awaiting the wind. Gradually, mills 
everywhere are being rebuilt, like tiny 
rediscovered iewels. ¤ 
